
Food 

Breakfast/Coffee 

- Le Pain Cotidien:  

Rue Antoine Dansaert 16a (Centre, small outside seating)  

Place du Grand Sablon 11 (more upward the city, better seating place for groups and a good 

starting point for discovering the Sablon area, where you can find luxury chocolate stores 

and a little further second hand stores, jewellery, other 'authentic stuff', no outside seating) 

- Or Espresso Bar: 

Rue Auguste Orts 9 (Centre, best coffees ever of all different kinds, breakfast formulas and 

delicious bagels, outside seating) 

- Moka Classic Espresso Bar: 

Rue des Riches-Claires 5 (Centre, tiny but honest coffee place with delicious coffees of all 

kinds, serves cold coffee as well, small outside seating) 

 

Lunch/dinner  

- Houtsiplou: 

Place Rouppe 9 (original, tasty burgers, vegetarian options, cosy interior) 

- Yaki: 

Rue des Poissonniers 6b (cheap but yummy Thai and Vietnamese food, not the most fancy or 

cosy place but perfect for a quick lunch/ dinner, has outside seating) 

- Au Bon Bol: 

Rue Paul Devaux 9 (even cheaper than Yaki, place looks 'suspicious' from outside, waitresses 

not super friendly, but delicious home-made noodles and ramen, perfect for a quick but very 

filling bite, no outside seating) 

- Maison des Crepes: 

Rue du Midi 13: (close to la Bourse): cosy pancake house with sweet and salty pancakes. 

- Amadeo:  

Rue Sainte-Catherine 26 (best place for all you can eat ribs, with a delicious side salad and 

filled jacked potato, vegetarian and other meat options too, super cosy French style interior 

and music, walls stuffed with books, you should see it, no outside seating, make sure to make 

a reservation especially when in groups: +32 495 16 77 53) 



- Bia Mara: 

Rue du Marché aux Poulets 41 ( fish & chips, original style, vegetarian options, outside 

seating) 

- Tapas Locas 

Rue du Marché au Charbon 75: excellent tapas to share but make sure to have a reservation, 

especially for groups: +32 2 502 12 68 

- Rue des Bouchers 

It may look nice (food is displayed everywhere), crowded, and waiters will definitely try to 

pull you in. Be careful to not fall into this 'tourist trap'! There is so much more, authentic and 

especially cheaper to discover! No one from Brussels or Belgium would ever eat here! 

 

Snacks 

- Frites 

o Fritland: Rue Henri Maus 49: on your left when you are facing the back of la Bourse  

o Tabora: Rue Tabora 2: diagonally across the street (left) behind la Bourse  

o Maison Antoine: Place Jourdan 1 (outside city centre, they say these are the best 

frites of Brussels, you can eat your frites on the terrace of one of the surrounding 

cafes) 

- Waffles 

You find lots of waffle stalls across the city, just take a plane one and skip the 'tourist waffle' 

full of toppings! If you want a real Brussels waffle (not gaufre de Liege from the stalls), you 

should go to a bistro or restaurant and order one with sugar and whipped cream! (why not 

try one of the establishments of the Grand Place?) 

- Frozen Yoghurt 

o Moochie: Rue Neuve 123  

o Chill Box: Marché aux Herbes 34 

 

Drinks 
- Monk: 

Rue Sainte-Catherine 42: 'brown bar' which has recently been renovated, sometimes live 

music, great choice of beers, has a separate room where you can have a simple but nice 

spaghetti. 



- Zebra: 

Place Saint-Géry 35: super cosy bar with a nice terrace full of coloured chairs: try a home-

made ice tea or cocktail. Also suitable for a light lunch.  

- Roi des Belges: 

Place Saint-Géry: across the street of Zebra, pub and cocktail bar, sometimes there is a DJ.  

- Discover all the bars around place Place Saint-Géry, there is a lot going on! If you like Asian 

food, you will have a nice choice of restaurants there too. 

- Coaster: 

Rue des Riches Claires 28: Cocktail bar with the best happy hour (1 shaker for 10 euro + huge 
glass for free) and greatest choice of cocktails! Definitely worth it, even if the place is packed. 
This is an ideal spot to start the night! Make sure to have eaten a nice meal before ;) 

- À la Mort Subite: 

Rue Montagne-aux-Herbes-Potagères 7: Iconic Brussels bar with an exquisite interior, try the 

Geuze, Kriek or Lambic. Definitely worth a visit. (in front of it, you have Scott's Bar, where all 

students go from the university next to it!) 

- Moeder Lambic: 

Place Fontainas 8: Famous bar with great choice of beers 

- …… 

 

Museums 
- Musée des Beaux-Arts: 

Rue de la Régence 3 (The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, a prestgious collection of 

20,000 works of art. The Museums’ collections trace the history of the visual arts – painting, 

sculpture and drawing – from the 15th to the 21st centuries. They preserve the works of the 

Flemish Primitives and many others.) 

- Belgian Comic Strip Center: 

Rue des Sables 20: In the land of Smurfs and Tintin, visitors can discover a range of 

permanent exhibitions, illustrated with original comic strip drawings and unique objects. 

Simultaneously, there are also several temporary exhibitions on display. 

- Musée Magritte: 

Place Royale 1: This multidisciplinary collection is the richest in the world. It comprises more 

than 200 works consisting of oils on canvas, gouaches, drawings, sculptures and painted 

objects as well as advertising posters, music scores, vintage photographs and films directed 

by Magritte himself. 



Sights/outdoors  
- Musée Des Instruments De Musique: 

2 Rue Montagne de la Cour (not only a music instruments museum (one of the largest 

collections in the world), but on the roof terrace where you can have breakfast, lunch or a 

drink (without having to pay for the museum), you are offered a splendid view of the 

Brussels skyline, definite insiders tip!) 

- Mont des Arts: 

Place de l'Albertine: nice scenic outlook to chill for a while  

- Grand Place: 

Grand Place (a must-see classic, especially in the evening. Beware, drinks and food are rather 

expensive here. ) 

- Parc du Cinquantenaire: 

Parc du Cinquantenaire (nice parc, free entrance to the army museum where you can go 

upstairs to the memorial arch, where you will have a splendid view.) 

- Warandepark: 

Wetstraat (Rue Royale / Koningsstraat): great chill place, but not advised at night. Next to it, 

you have the Royal Palace  

- Place du Grand Sablon: 

Beautiful square stuffed with fancy chocolate shops like Marcolini and Wittamer, go down 

the streets and discover the antique and second hand stores a bit further around Rue Blaes, 

Rue Haute,…)  

Don’t forget to visit the small and romantic parc near Place du Petit Sablon nearby  

- Place Sainte-Catherine / "Marche au Poissons" 

Visit the church or indulge in the (more expensive seafood and mussels restaurant, but 

beware, June is not the right time for mussels, wait until July) 

- Street art 

Brussels if full of hidden gems! Stop focussing on the loose cobblestones you are trying to 

avoid (you will trip anyway) and look up! You might spot some space invaders or other cool 

designs. Definitely pop your head around the corner of the  Rue de la Chaufferette and see 

which magnificent animals the world-famous street artist ROA (from Ghent, Belgium) has left 

there… worth looking his work up on the internet, you can spot his art all over the world! 

 

 



Going out  
- Madame Moustache  

Quai au Bois à Brûler 5: alternative music venue with live music or DJ's, boots for more easy 

chatting, check the programme, there might be a rock n roll, eighties, seventies,… evening. 

Entrance usually free or 5 euros.  

- Mr Wong 

Rue de la Vierge Noire 10: electronic music  

- Fuse  

Rue Blaes 208: nightclub, renowned techno temple  

- Bloody Louis 

Avenue Louise 32: nightclub, mostly electronic music  

- Cinematek 

Rue Baron Horta 9: Compare it to the Lux Cinematheque, 4 euro for a movie, mostly classics, 

B&W, or silent movies with live piano. Check the programme  

 

Shopping 
- Rue Neuve (centre, big clothing chains like H&M, Zara, Mango, Primark soon to be opened…) 

- Rue Antoine Dansaert (more upward designers in an up and coming hip neighbourhood) 

Check out the hip Brandy Melville store in the nearby Rue Orts 19.  

- Toison d'Or (high end boutiques like Chanel, Prada,…shoe stores) Urban Outfitters nearby at 

Place Stephanie 6 

- Avenue Louise: mixture of high street and more upward fashion 

- Second hand stores: 

o Foxhole: 6 Rue des Renards 

o Think Twice: 57 Place du Vieux Marché aux Grains: every 5 weeks everything sells for 

1 or 2 euros! 

 

 

 

 



A bit outside the centre  

Saint-Gilles  

- Museum Victor Horta: 

25, rue Américaine 1060 Brussels (Saint-Gilles): Art Nouveau  

The Museum is open Tuesday to Sunday 14.00-17.30. Last entry is at 17.15. 8 euros 

trams : 81, 91, 92, 97 (place Janson) 

bus : 54. 

- Apero Saint Gilles:  

Place Maurice van Meenen 1060 Saint-Gilles 

Bus : 54 – W - Tram : 81 - 97 - 92 (Ma Campagne) - Métro : Horta 

https://www.facebook.com/events/251654941696882/?ref_newsfeed_story_type=regular 

http://www.brusselsaperos.be/en/stgilles/ 

- Parvis de St Gilles  

Ixelles 

- Les Super Filles du Tram 

Rue Lesbroussart 22: super nice burger joint close to the Flagey square  

- Café Belga  

Place Eugène Flagey 18: beer, jam sessions,… Open every day from 8am to 2am in the week 

and from 8am to 3am friday & saturday. Kitchen: from 9am to 4pm. 

- Area "Cimetiere d'Ixelles" (lot of cafes, restaurants, friteries… together, (French) student 

area 

Le Tavernier: 445 Chaussée de Boondael, 1050 Ixelles  

 

 


